Religion has played a very significant role in human life
right from the moment the individual could realise the fact
of his existence and made an effort to understand it in rela-
tion to the vast, outer nature. Whether we like it or
not, religion has wielded immense influence on the indivi-
dual life and the society constituted by him. August Comte
has stated that the evolution of mankind took place through
three stages which he has described as,theological, metaphysi-
cal, and positive states.

Scholars have made efforts to understand the origin of
religion in their own ways. For example, Hegel and James
Frazer thought that religion was born out of magic ;E.B.
Tylor on the other hand saw the origin of religion in animism;
Herbert Spencer expressed the opinion that religion came
into being because of a cult of ancestor worship; Max Muller
propounded the view that a feeling of awe towards nature was
responsible for the birth of religion; EmileDurkheimtcame
out with a view according to which religion is a product of
rites and rituals characterising a society.

While these views have their own importance, it would not